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CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1735, 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 1, 2015 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to the Conference Report to Accom-
pany H.R. 1735, the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2016. 

As a member of the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense, I take issue with 
the irresponsible manner in which this author-
ization approaches funding of our National De-
fense. This bill uses the Overseas Contin-
gency Operations fund to avoid congression-
ally mandated budget caps for fiscal year 
2016—an approach that fails to provide the 
appropriate budget and funding structure that 
enables the Department of Defense to operate 
in the most effective and efficient manner over 
both the short-term and long-term planning ho-
rizons. This is Congress’ most important role. 
We need to do this right. 

In addition, this Conference Report prevents 
the responsible transfer of detainees from 
Guantanamo Bay and continues the existence 
of a detention facility which serves as propa-
ganda for extremists and undermines our 
moral standing in the world. Many of the de-
tainees who remain were cleared for transfer 
nearly six years ago by the Guantanamo Re-
view Task Force—an interagency effort that 
included the Departments of Defense, Justice, 
State, and Homeland Security, as well as the 
Director of National Intelligence. The transfer 
restrictions interfere with the administration’s 
executive role in responsibly closing this facil-
ity, wasting valuable resources, and making us 
less safe. This facility needs to be closed. 

H.R. 1735 fails to heed the expert advice 
and request of numerous senior leaders in the 
Department of Defense, Department of the Air 
Force, and Department of the Army, who all 
repeatedly testified regarding the problem of 
sustaining excess facilities. I understand that 
many of my colleagues are concerned about 
potentially losing a military base in their dis-
trict; however, we should not force the De-
fense Department to hold onto excess infra-
structure and assets that are of diminishing 
military value. The best way to address this 
problem is to authorize a Base Realignment 
and Closure (BRAC) and ensure our military 
bases are operating in the smartest, most effi-
cient and effective manner. This bill prevents 
that from happening. 

I recognize that passing the NDAA is de-
scribed as a tradition, but tradition is an inad-
equate reason to support legislation that un-
dermines the ability of our Defense leaders to 
properly manage the largest portion of our fed-
eral budget—the portion responsible for Na-
tional Security—and effectively undermines 
the health and safety of the women and men 
who carry out that mission. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in opposing the Conference Report to Ac-
company H.R. 1735—National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016. 

f 

SYDNEY HUGHES TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Sydney Hughes of Meeker, Colorado. 
She was recently awarded a National Inter-
scholastic Athletic Administrators Association 
student athlete scholarship for her excellence 
on and off the field. 

The National Athletic Administrators Asso-
ciation awards scholarships to high school stu-
dents based on their academic achievement 
and athletic accomplishments. Ms. Hughes 
was selected to the second team All-state 
girls’ basketball team for the 2014–2015 sea-
son and was the only player from the Third 
Congressional District of Colorado to hold 
such honor in division 2A girls’ basketball. She 
was also selected to the Western Slope Grand 
Mesa All-Conference teams in volleyball and 
track and field, all while maintaining a 4.2 
Grade Point Average throughout her high 
school career. 

Excellence in academics and athletics pro-
vides a wealth of life-long advantages, not 
least because they instill qualities of discipline, 
perseverance, and teamwork that are hall-
marks of future success. Ms. Hughes em-
bodies all of these qualities and knows that 
her resiliency and dedication in high school 
athletics and academics will continue through 
college and beyond. 

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to represent in-
spiring high school students like Ms. Hughes 
and I wish her nothing but the best as she 
continues through life’s challenges. She is a 
terrific role model for her peers and represents 
the best that the Third District has to offer. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF ITALIAN PRISONERS 
OF WAR ASSIGNED TO 
LETTERKENNY ARMY DEPOT, 
CHAMBERSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the accomplishments of World War 
II’s Italian Service Units, in particular, the 
321st Quartermaster Battalion once assigned 
to Letterkenny Army Depot near Chambers-
burg, Pennsylvania. 

During the summer of 1943, fierce fighting 
took place across North Africa and Sicily be-
tween Allied Forces and the Axis Powers. The 

U.S. and its allies captured approximately 
275,000 prisoners of war and sent nearly 
1,250 Italian soldiers to the Letterkenny Army 
Depot in Pennsylvania. A few months later, an 
armistice was signed with Italy and the one- 
time foes transformed into Italian Service Units 
culminating as the 321st Quartermaster Bat-
talion. 

With sworn allegiance to the United States, 
they spent the next seventeen months order-
ing, stocking and shipping critical military 
items to our men and women serving in the 
Pacific and European Theaters of war. The 
rugged labor and staunch commitment of the 
321st Quartermaster Battalion were integral to 
the Allies’ eventual defeat of the Axis Powers. 
Additionally, the men once held prisoner now 
helped to construct the depot itself, including 
a chapel and bell tower resplendent in Tuscan 
style. 

As we mark the 70th Anniversary of the end 
of World War II, we also celebrate the repatri-
ation of these distinctive soldiers and honor 
their contributions to both our home front and 
efforts abroad. They will forever remain en-
twined in our history and in our hearts. 

f 

METROPOLITAN STATE UNIVER-
SITY OF DENVER’S 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Metropolitan State University of 
Denver, or MSU Denver, on its 50th anniver-
sary. The extraordinary faculty and staff at 
MSU Denver have had an incredible impact 
on the lives of students in my district and on 
the Denver community as a whole. 

Since its founding in 1965, MSU Denver has 
been known as a gateway to opportunity. The 
University opens its doors to students from all 
walks of life and provides rigorous academic 
coursework relevant to the Colorado economy. 
The University formed out of an idea for a 
new, different type of college, dedicated to 
supporting hard-working, scrappy students 
who might not otherwise have an opportunity 
to attend an institution of higher education. As 
a sign of its future success, MSU Denver en-
rolled double the number of students than an-
ticipated when it first opened its doors on Oc-
tober 1, 1965. 

Today, MSU Denver is Colorado’s urban 
land-grant university, offering individualized, 
relevant bachelor’s and select master’s de-
grees to more undergraduate Coloradans than 
any other four-year university in the state. It 
has served as a leader in diverse enrollment 
among Colorado’s four-year universities with 
35 percent students of color and 32 percent 
first-generation students this year. The Univer-
sity has been a leader in educating students 
to think critically, solve problems, address 
community concerns, and meet Colorado’s 
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workforce needs. Most of the school’s 85,000 
alumni have stayed within our state and con-
tinue to contribute to the economic and cul-
tural vitality of Colorado. 

I am not the only one that has recognized 
the value of the education MSU Denver pro-
vides to its students. Recently, the Military 
Times named MSU Denver the best college in 
the state for veterans. Further, MSU Denver 
strives to keep tuition affordable while pro-
viding a quality education. It has consistently 
been recognized in numerous rankings and ar-
ticles for its affordability, its return on invest-
ment, and its incredible value in education. 
We are truly fortunate to have such a valuable 
resource in the First Congressional District. 

For the last five decades, Metropolitan State 
University of Denver has transformed the lives 
of countless students, served as a courageous 
leader in higher education, and boldly ad-
vanced the well-being of communities through-
out the State of Colorado. I congratulate each 
and every member of the MSU Denver com-
munity on this 50th anniversary. I wish MSU 
Denver continued success and growth for 
many years to come. 

f 

HONORING TERRY BOSTON, PRESI-
DENT AND CEO OF PJM INTER-
CONNECTION, LLC 

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the work of 
Terry Boston, President and CEO of PJM 
Interconnection, LLC headquartered in Audu-
bon, Pennsylvania. 

Since 2008, Terry Boston has attentively 
served his role as the CEO by leading his 
team—600 of which are located in my dis-
trict—and oversees the largest power grid in 
North America. As a result of his leadership, 
51 million residents across 14 states, and 
many in PA–06, have access to reliable, af-
fordable, and high quality electricity. 

Mr. Boston and his team truly keep the 
lights on for millions, and for that we are 
grateful. 

Mr. Boston has served a notable career as 
the President of the Association of Edison Illu-
minating Companies, Inc., immediate past 
president of the GO 15, past chair of the North 
American Transmission Forum, and the Exec-
utive Vice President of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. 

Further, Terry recently was elected to the 
National Academy of Engineering, one of the 
highest professional honors for an engineer. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Mr. Boston on 
his distinguished career and wish him well in 
his retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF PAUL DEVROUAX 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Paul S. Devrouax, New Or-

leans native and leading architect in Wash-
ington, DC. Mr. Devrouax passed away on 
March 22, 2010, at the age of 67. 

Mr. Devrouax was born in New Orleans, 
Louisiana in 1942. He studied architecture at 
Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
where he graduated in 1966. Mr. Devrouax 
was drafted into the United States Army and 
was promoted to Sergeant in the 6th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment. He first came to Wash-
ington, DC after his unit was deployed in the 
wake of riots after the assassination of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

In the decades that followed, Mr. Devrouax 
returned to the nation’s capital and helped re-
build the blighted city. He founded Devrouax + 
Purnell, an African-American architectural firm. 
In 1986, Mr. Devrouax designed Frank D. 
Reeves Municipal Building which initiated the 
revitalization of the historic U Street neighbor-
hood. 

Mr. Devrouax was a trailblazer in the archi-
tectural field in Washington, DC. The Pepco 
Headquarters became the first building in 
downtown Washington designed by an Afri-
can-American architectural firm. Mr. Devrouax 
also worked on many of the city’s recent land-
marks, including the Walter E. Washington 
Convention Center, the Verizon Center, the 
Nationals Stadium, and the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Memorial. His passion for his profes-
sion and his community spurred him to mentor 
young architectural students. 

Mr. Devrouax’s legacy will forever be a part 
of the city and his dedication to community 
embodies the spirit of New Orleans. Stories 
like his will inspire generations of Americans 
to pursue their dreams. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate the life and legacy 
of Mr. Devrouax, a beloved father, and exam-
ple to aspiring entrepreneurs everywhere. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CHAMBERS-
BURG, PENNSYLVANIA NOON-
TIME LIONS CLUB FOR 90 YEARS 
OF HISTORY AND SERVICE 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Chambersburg Noontime Lions 
Club on the occasion of its 90th year of serv-
ice to the Chambersburg community. 

The Chambersburg Noontime Lions Club is 
one of the oldest of 46,000 Lions Club Inter-
national chapters in operation today. Since the 
club was chartered in 1925, its members have 
included a diverse group of individuals united 
in their passion for community service. In that 
time, hundreds of men and women have lent 
their time and talents to improve the quality of 
life throughout the Chambersburg area. The 
Noontime Lions Club continually invests in the 
organizations that have the greatest access to 
areas of high need in the community, with re-
sources going to Meals on Wheels, Easter 
Seals, Little League, Girl Scouts, and more. 

Although they tackle a breadth of commu-
nity concerns, they focus the majority of their 
efforts on eyesight preservation projects. As 
such, the Noontime Lions Club frequently of-
fers eye exams, assists in the purchase of 
eyeglasses, and maintains active partnerships 
with organizations such as Leader Dogs for 

the Blind and Beacon Lodge. As an example 
of their generosity, the Chambersburg Noon-
time Lions Club has previously assisted a 
local family by funding much needed surgery 
for their seeing-eye dog. 

Though much has changed throughout 
Chambersburg in the past ninety years, the 
commitment of Noontime Lions Club has re-
mained steadfast, serving the needs of the 
local community. I am grateful for their con-
tributions throughout Pennsylvania’s 9th dis-
trict and would like to thank all who have 
helped the organization reach this momentous 
milestone of 90 consecutive years of service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TAIWAN’S 104TH 
NATIONAL DAY 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in recogni-
tion of the National Day of the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) on October 10. As we ap-
proach the commemoration of Taiwan’s 104th 
National Day, it is appropriate that we take 
stock of the incredible progress Taiwan has 
made in recent decades. 

This year marked the 70th anniversary of 
the end of World War II, and I am reminded 
that American servicemen stood side by side 
with servicemen from the Republic of China. 
From General Stilwell to the Flying Tigers, our 
two countries have a shared experience from 
that epic struggle, and today we share a com-
mitment to democracy, rule of law, and human 
rights. Taiwan has consolidated its transition 
to a full-fledged representative democracy. Its 
success serves as an example of what can be 
built based on these principles, and that is 
why it is so important to strengthen the U.S.- 
Taiwan relationship. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the most important 
ways the U.S. can show support for Taiwan is 
to protect Taiwan’s international space. As 
such, I support Taiwan’s aspiration to be in-
cluded in a second round of the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership trade agreement. Taiwan is a re-
sponsible nation which abides by international 
laws and norms of conduct, and seeks to fos-
ter peace and contribute to aid efforts in a 
challenging region of the world. It is the U.S.’s 
tenth largest trading partner and Los Angeles 
County’s fourth largest, and an obvious can-
didate for inclusion in the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership. Given all the two-way trade and busi-
ness between the U.S. and Taiwan, I actively 
supported Taiwan’s entry into the Visa Waiver 
Program and passed legislation to make Tai-
wan an observer to the International Civil 
Aviation Organization. I am now supporting 
legislation for Taiwan to join INTERPOL as an 
observer to increase the safety and efficiency 
of our people and commerce. 

As Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, I have made the U.S.-Taiwan relation-
ship a top priority. Last March, I led a seven 
member bipartisan congressional delegation to 
Taipei to reaffirm the U.S.-Taiwan relationship. 
It was my third visit in as many years. I am 
also proud to represent one of the largest Tai-
wanese American communities in the country. 
The community serves as a bridge of cultural, 
familial, and business ties to Taiwan and is at 
the heart of U.S.-Taiwan relations. 
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On this important day, we reaffirm the 

strength of U.S.-Taiwan relations, and Amer-
ica’s steadfast commitment to the Taiwan Re-
lations Act which has underpinned the rela-
tionship for thirty-six years. We are committed 
to provide for Taiwan’s self-defense, and I am 
dedicated to ensuring that we abide by our 
promise to provide the defense items to Tai-
wan that it needs. 

Today, I am honored to rise in support of 
our great friend, Taiwan. We join the people of 
Taiwan in the celebration of their National 
Day, recognize the shared strengths of the re-
lationship, and salute the strong friendship be-
tween the U.S. and Taiwan. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SOUTH CHINA 
SEA PEACE INITIATIVE AND 
104TH ANNIVERSARY OF DOUBLE 
TEN DAY FOR THE PEOPLE OF 
TAIWAN 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to dis-
cuss issues important to Taiwan, our close 
partner and ally in the Asia-Pacific region. In 
particular, I am concerned about current mari-
time disputes in the South China Sea, also 
known as the East Sea. I am concerned about 
China’s growing presence in disputed waters 
in the South China Sea through land reclama-
tion, neglect of international law, and disregard 
of the needs and territorial claims of its neigh-
bors. A number of U.S. partners and allies in 
the region have taken different steps to ad-
dress these illegal actions. Each plays an im-
portant role in signaling international dis-
approval of Beijing’s actions. However, I want 
to highlight the efforts of Taiwan, under Presi-
dent Ma Ying-jeou, who has proposed a South 
China Sea Peace Initiative, which I believe 
should be seriously considered. 

Taiwan understands that the tensions be-
tween claimants in the East China Sea and 
South China Sea threaten the peace and sta-
bility of the entire region. These disputes also 
threaten the political, economic, and security 
interests of the United States in the Asia-Pa-
cific region. Through the South China Sea 
Peace Initiative, Taiwan calls on all relevant 
parties to exercise restraint, respect inter-
national law, shelve sovereignty disputes, and 
adhere to a code of conduct. 

This course of action is similar to the one 
proposed by President Ma in his East China 
Sea Initiative of 2012. The spirit of that pro-
posal helped to alleviate tensions among 
China, Taiwan, and Japan, and led to a fish-
eries agreement between Taiwan and Japan 
in 2013—ending a 40-year fisheries dispute. It 
is my hope that the South China Sea Peace 
Initiative will have a similar effect on the par-
ties of the South China Sea dispute. More-
over, the South China Sea Peace Initiative is 
similar to the Declaration of the Conduct of 
Parties in the South China Sea, which was 
agreed to by ASEAN, including China, in 
2002. The declaration committed all parties of 
the territorial disputes to ‘‘reaffirm their respect 
for and commitment to the freedom of naviga-
tion in and over flight above the South China 
Sea as provided for by the universally recog-
nized principles of international law’’ and to 

‘‘resolve their territorial and jurisdictional dis-
putes by peaceful means, without resorting to 
the threat or use of force.’’ 

I encourage my colleagues to commit to a 
greater focus on developments in the Asia-Pa-
cific region, particularly with regards to China’s 
illegal actions in the South China Sea, and to 
this latest initiative from Taipei. During the 
113th Congress, the House passed House 
Resolution 714, which was introduced by the 
good friend and former Congressman Eni 
Faleomavaega of American Samoa, and sent 
a clear message that the U.S. will not stand 
for these illegal and dangerous actions by 
China in the South China Sea. I hope that we 
will pass a similar resolution again this Con-
gress, and I commit to working with my col-
leagues to send a clear message to China 
that their actions are intolerable. 

Moreover, I hope that my colleagues will 
join me in sending another important signal 
about Congress’ commitment to our allies and 
partners in the Asia-Pacific region by acknowl-
edging the upcoming celebrations of the 104th 
anniversary of ‘‘Double Ten Day.’’ Double Ten 
Day is a celebration of the birth of democracy 
in Taiwan. It traces its roots to the Wuchang 
Uprising that occurred on October 10, 1911. 
The Wuchang Uprising signaled the end of the 
Qing Dynasty and the start of a democratic 
movement that continues to be celebrated and 
recognized. 

The strength of the relationship between the 
people of Taiwan and the people of the United 
States is strong. I look forward to continue 
working to expand business opportunities be-
tween our countries and deepen our mutual 
appreciation for each other’s unique cultures. 
Exchange of our cultures is clearly evidenced 
on Guam, which is home to many people of 
Chinese ancestry. Guam continues to benefit 
from their cultural contributions to our commu-
nity and the promotion of trade and economic 
opportunities. 

On this 104th Anniversary of Double Ten 
Day, it is important to recognize that Taiwan 
has proven time and again to be a friend 
working to ensure continued peace and sta-
bility in the Asia-Pacific region. I extend my 
appreciation to Taiwan for their continuing 
friendship and contributions to regional peace. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JIM JOHNSTON FOR 
HIS LEADERSHIP ON ISSUES RE-
LATED TO SMALL BUSINESS 
AND TRANSPORTATION 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Jim Johnston of Grain Valley, 
MO. This October, Jim will be completing his 
eighth term and fourth decade as the Presi-
dent of the Owner-Operator Independent Driv-
ers Association (OOIDA), an organization that 
formed to give owner-operators and drivers a 
voice where they previously had none. Jim is 
widely considered a national leader on all 
issues affecting small business trucking pro-
fessionals and professional truck drivers. 

It is hard to believe that OOIDA began in an 
office trailer chained to a light pole at a truck 
stop in Grain Valley. Under Jim’s leadership, it 
is now the largest organization of small busi-

ness trucking professionals and professional 
truck drivers in the country, with more than 
155,000 members nationwide. OOIDA has 
members in every state and every Congres-
sional district. 

There is no single person or organization 
that is more capable of representing the inter-
ests of truck drivers. In fact, Jim leads a twen-
ty-two member Board of Directors that collec-
tively has more than eight-hundred years of 
truck driving experience, and a staff of three- 
hundred twenty OOIDA employees, many of 
whom were truck drivers themselves. Need-
less to say, Jim is an invaluable resource on 
trucking and transportation issues to those for-
tunate enough to work with him. 

To say that Jim is a tireless advocate rep-
resenting the interests of truck drivers is an 
understatement; it has been his life’s work and 
there is nobody more dedicated to the cause. 
Throughout his career, he has worked with 
legislative, executive, and judicial branches of 
government, law enforcement agencies, other 
trucking and transportation organizations, and 
he has served on numerous commissions and 
advisory boards. His mission is simple: fight 
for the rights of all professional truck drivers. 
While some of his colleagues might say that 
he is a fierce adversary—perhaps another un-
derstatement—I think most people would 
agree that he conducts himself with integrity 
and the utmost professionalism. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to work with 
Jim and his team at OOIDA. I would ask all of 
my colleagues to join me in commending Mr. 
Jim Johnston for his lifelong dedication to the 
members of OOIDA and the trucking industry 
and wish him the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LEON EWING 
ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM 
FIRSTMARK CREDIT UNION 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to congratulate Mr. Leon Ewing, President 
and CEO of Firstmark Credit Union in San An-
tonio, on his over four decades of hard work 
and contributions to South Texas. 

On December 31, 2015, Mr. Ewing will retire 
from Firstmark Credit Union after 34 years, 
concluding a distinguished career in the credit 
union industry. Under Mr. Ewing’s leadership, 
Firstmark Credit Union became the fourth larg-
est credit union in San Antonio. 

In the local community, Mr. Ewing contrib-
uted his time and energy to San Antonio by 
serving on the boards of the San Antonio 
Chamber of Commerce and the Children’s 
Hospital of San Antonio. He has earned the 
trust and respect of his colleagues, employ-
ees, and customers and we wish him all the 
best in the years ahead. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, on Thurs-
day, October 1, 2015 I was not present to cast 
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a vote on the conference report for H.R. 1735 
and H.R. 3457. 

Had I been present for roll call No. 532, I 
would have voted ‘‘NO.’’ 

Had I also been present for roll call No. 533, 
I would have voted ‘‘NO.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SACRAMENTO 
CABRILLO CIVIC CLUB 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
my colleague Ms. MATSUI to celebrate the 
100th anniversary of the historic Cabrillo Civic 
Club in Sacramento, California—an institution 
that has brought families and communities to-
gether since its establishment. 

The Spanish mission style building began 
as the Sutter School in 1915, an elementary 
school whose students were mostly children of 
immigrants. Due to the majority of students 
being of Portuguese descent or children of 
Japanese farmers, the students of the Sutter 
School relied heavily on their education to as-
similate as Americans. As the school grew in 
popularity and enrollment increased, two addi-
tional wings were added to the building, but 
eventually closed its doors as a school in 
1952. 

In 1954, the property was purchased by the 
current owners, Cabrillo Civic Club Number 5 
of Sacramento County. The members of the 
Cabrillo Civic Clubs of California are dedicated 
to the civic progress of Californians of Por-
tuguese descent in memory of their com-
patriot, John Rodrigues Cabrillo, discoverer of 
California on September 28, 1542. Being third 
generation Portuguese, I feel strongly that this 
organization has helped foster the growth of 
our rich culture and sustained the strong com-
munity values we hold. 

Today the members continue to be dedi-
cated to community development and involve-
ment in and around every club. Not only is the 
building available for rent to host events such 
as weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, re-
unions, fundraisers, and memorials for the 
Sacramento County, but the club also pro-
motes scholarships for students of Portuguese 
descent and better education in campus youth 
programs. These programs perpetuate the 
achievements of other Portuguese forefathers 
in the state of California, just like Cabrillo. 

The Club has also been known for many 
charitable activities, including: blood drives; 
fund raising for polio and cancer research, and 
assisting candidates for U.S. citizenship. In 
addition, they foster a great amount of energy 
into promoting Portuguese culture through 
sponsorship of various special events such as 
Portuguese Immigrant Week and local ‘‘Festas 
Portuguesas.’’ The Cabrillo Civic Club of Sac-
ramento County has done an incredible job for 
the past 100 years in uniting families of Por-
tuguese descent in a community where public 
service, education, and culture are valued. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that Ms. 
MATSUI and I ask our colleagues in the House 
of Representatives to join us in congratulating 

the 100th anniversary of the historic Cabrillo 
Civic Club in Sacramento, and to wish them 
many more prosperous years in promoting 
Portuguese achievements in the state of Cali-
fornia. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PENN STATE FAYETTE, 
THE EBERLY CAMPUS 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Penn State Fayette, The Eberly 
Campus on the occasion of its 50th anniver-
sary. 

Since the return of Penn State under-
graduate education to southwestern Pennsyl-
vania in 1965, the Fayette campus has grown 
to encompass about 100 acres and 10 build-
ings. Penn State Fayette’s impressive devel-
opment is also illustrated by its increased 
breadth and depth of program offerings, which 
now includes nine baccalaureate and seven 
associate degree options. Just as when it first 
came to the area, Penn State Fayette con-
tinues to offer our area students a local option 
for a globally competitive education. 

Additionally, I am proud to highlight those 
who have made these remarkable advance-
ments possible. While a debt of gratitude is 
owed to those who have supported Penn 
State Fayette’s continuing progress, like the 
Eberly Family, the campus’s administration 
and faculty have also played a fundamental 
role in this success. Unlike many other univer-
sities, the faculty at Penn State Fayette serves 
students as not only teachers but also advi-
sors, enabling students to get a truly worth-
while educational experience. 

Walking around the campus today, visitors 
will notice an atmosphere of unity that has 
been cultivated by more than 25 student clubs 
and organizations. In addition to creating this 
vibrant and dynamic learning environment, the 
Fayette campus also maintains the Coal and 
Coke Heritage Center, which pays homage to 
the area’s rich industrial past and represents 
the hardworking nature of Fayette County citi-
zens, from its students to those who have long 
since retired. 

I am privileged to congratulate Penn State 
Fayette, The Eberly Campus for 50 years of 
success, and to thank all who have helped 
this community continue to grow and prosper. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LOIS HUNT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Lois Hunt 
for being selected as Ringgold County’s 2015 
inductee into the Iowa 4-H Hall of Fame. 

Lois’ contributions to 4-H have been far- 
reaching, as she has served in a number of 
different capacities within Extension 4-H as a 

volunteer, Extension Council member, pro-
gram assistant, area specialist, and area di-
rector. She has also been involved with the 
Iowa 4-H Foundation It has been said that 
Lois has ‘‘green blood’’ and cherishes the suc-
cess she sees in Iowa’s youth who have par-
ticipated in 4-H throughout her years of serv-
ice with the organization. 

Mr. Speaker, Lois’ efforts embody the Iowa 
spirit and I am honored to represent her, and 
Iowans like her, in the United States Con-
gress. I know that all of my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives will 
join me in congratulating Lois for her achieve-
ments and wish her nothing but continued 
success. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. BARBARA 
IGLEWSKI 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Dr. Barbara Iglewski on her induction 
into the National Women’s Hall of Fame. On 
October 3, Dr. Iglewski and nine other women 
were honored in Seneca Falls, New York, the 
birthplace of the women’s rights movement. 

Dr. Iglewski was chosen for this honor in 
recognition of her outstanding work in the field 
of microbiology. Her groundbreaking research 
led to a landmark scientific discovery about 
the impact of infectious bacteria on the body’s 
immune system. Her work led to the develop-
ment of preventative medications that protect 
humans from several types of infections and 
diseases. 

Dr. Iglewski earned a bachelor’s degree in 
biology from Alleghany College before earning 
her master’s and doctorate degrees in microbi-
ology from Penn State University. She cur-
rently holds the distinguished positions of Pro-
fessor Emeritus of Microbiology and Immu-
nology and Director of International Programs 
at the University of Rochester Medical Center. 
In addition, she has previously served as 
Chair of the Department of Microbiology and 
Immunology and Vice Provost for Research 
and Graduate Education. Dr. Iglewski has 
published over 150 research papers and is 
recognized by the Institute of Scientific Infor-
mation as a highly cited scientist. 

Equally as impressive is the work Dr. 
Iglewski has done to create opportunity for 
women in the fields of science, technology, 
engineering, and math. As president of the 
American Society for Microbiology, she helped 
women advance their careers by obtaining 
editorial positions at various scientific journals. 
As the first woman to chair a department at 
the University of Rochester School of Medi-
cine and Dentistry, she mentored female stu-
dents and paved the way for female scientists 
to become leaders in their fields of study. 

I commend Dr. Iglewski on this well-de-
served recognition. Her induction into the Na-
tional Women’s Hall of Fame cements her 
place in history alongside Maya Angelou, 
Susan B. Anthony, Helen Keller, and the many 
other women whose contributions have had a 
profoundly positive impact on our country. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 10TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF THE AVALON 
ACADEMY 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
The Avalon Academy, a unique and visionary 
school in Burlingame, California which is cele-
brating 10 years of exceptional service. The 
school provides educational and therapeutic 
opportunities to children with cerebral palsy 
and similar movement disorders. 

Avalon Academy was founded by two sets 
of parents of children with cerebral palsy, 
Annie Noonan and her husband, Jeffrey Wohl, 
and Lynette Mullens and her husband, Ste-
phen Dilly, and a special education teacher, 
Kinga Czegeni. They were frustrated with the 
fragmented educational system for children 
with motor disabilities and decided to create a 
learning environment that addresses the aca-
demic, motor skill development, recreational, 
social and emotional needs of these students. 
The outcome is a beautiful school that for ten 
years has allowed the children to thrive and 
give their families peace of mind and certainty 
that their children are developing to their full-
est potential. 

Avalon Academy is certified as a non-public 
school by the California Department of Edu-
cation for grades K through 12. It started ten 
years ago with three students, three staff 
members and three volunteers. Today it 
serves 8 children and has 27 staff members. 
Most of the students have cerebral palsy. 
Their degree of mobility ranges from being 
able to walk with assistance to being depend-
ent on a wheelchair. Their cognitive abilities 
also vary greatly and the faculty caters to their 
individual needs. Cerebral palsy commonly co-
exists with related challenges from commu-
nication delays, intellectual impairment, social 
and emotional difficulties and eating chal-
lenges. Traditional schools are mostly not spe-
cialized to meet those challenges and that is 
why Avalon Academy is so effective and es-
sential because the school addresses all the 
needs in one location. The teachers, physical 
therapists and speech pathologists integrate 
movement into all classroom activities, no 
matter the level of physical limitation of the 
student. This unique approach enhances 
motor abilities and encourages the children to 
be as independent and safe as possible in 
their lives. 

I have the highest regard and admiration for 
the faculty at Avalon Academy who work mir-
acles every day. They are led by Kinga 
Czegeni, the Head of School. She holds an 
M.A. in Special Education from the Inter-
national Peto Institute in Budapest, Hungary 
and was recruited to California in 1997. Before 
co-founding Avalon Academy she was the di-
rector of Step by Step in Millbrae. She is a 
certified practitioner in the Ana Baniel Method, 
has worked with children with cerebral palsy 
for two decades and has developed Avalon’s 
unique Movement Integrated Special Teaching 
System. 

The two other founders and now board 
members are professional women and amaz-
ing mothers. My dear friend, Annie Noonan, is 
a successful attorney and employment law ex-
pert. She is the mother of Julianne and Sam, 

who developed cerebral palsy after an illness 
when he was 14 months old. Annie took 
Sam’s condition and turned it into a rallying 
cry for better educational opportunities for chil-
dren like him. I continue to be in awe of her 
energy and optimism. 

Lynette Mullens holds a Ph.D. and special-
izes in the clinical research and development 
of drugs for the treatment of neurologic and 
psychiatric disorders, including drugs that are 
commonly used for seizures associated with 
cerebral palsy. Her work in California with a 
non-profit that provides online access to clin-
ical trials inspired her to enhance the lives of 
children with cerebral palsy. She is the mother 
of George, who has cerebral palsy, Fred and 
Harriet. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to honor the extraor-
dinary individuals who founded and have run 
Avalon Academy for a decade. They provide 
the best education imaginable for children with 
special needs and should serve as a model 
around the country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SOUTHWEST IOWA 
PLANNING COUNCIL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the 
Southwest Iowa Planning Council as they cel-
ebrate their 40th year in operation. 

The Southwest Iowa Planning Council’s 
goals are to promote regional cooperation, to 
serve the counties and cities within our region 
with community and economic development 
activities, and to improve the quality of life for 
all residents in Southwest Iowa. Southwest 
Iowa Transit Agency (SWITA) operates the 
public transit system in our eight-county re-
gion, and Southwest Iowa Housing Trust Fund 
(SWIHTF) provides safe, affordable housing 
by expanding housing opportunities in the re-
gion. These additional services the Southwest 
Iowa Planning Council provides play an impor-
tant role in improving the quality of life for 
Iowans. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s an honor to represent 
Southwest Iowa Planning Council and its hard 
working employees in the United States Con-
gress. I know my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives will join me 
in congratulating the Council on their 40th an-
niversary and wish them nothing but continued 
success. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 104TH NA-
TIONAL DAY OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA 

HON. TOM PRICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
today I am proud to rise in support of a great 
friend of the United States, Taiwan. As you 
know, October 10 is the 104th National Day of 
the Republic of China. 

No one forgets the unbelievable sacrifices 
the Chinese endured against Imperial Japan 

during World War II. Nor do we forget that the 
Republic of China was in that conflict a full 
four years prior to the entry of the United 
States. Earlier this year, our two countries ob-
served the 70th anniversary of the end of that 
war. After 1949, Taiwan held out as a key 
non-Communist partner during the early days 
of the Cold War. As a well-established democ-
racy and as an economic powerhouse, Taiwan 
has set a model example for the rest of Asia 
and the world in recent years. 

Given our long shared history as allies, it is 
entirely appropriate that we share in the cele-
bration of Taiwan’s National Day. To all of my 
Taiwanese friends, I wish you a happy and 
joyous day. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. 
NANCY MACDONALD CLARK 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Dr. Nancy MacDonald Clark, 
a champion of nursing education in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Dr. Clark’s efforts in improving 
the lives of Valley residents, as well as ex-
panding the California State University 
Stanislaus Department of Nursing, makes her 
extraordinarily deserving of having the univer-
sity’s Community Health Simulation Lab 
named in her honor. 

Nancy Joan MacDonald Clark was born July 
13, 1946 in San Francisco to Joseph Mac-
Donald, a pharmacist, and Edith Bakke Mac-
Donald, a registered nurse. She passed away 
on December 29, 2014 after a lengthy battle 
with cancer. 

Nancy’s family moved from the bay area to 
Atwater, California in 1951 to open a drug 
store. Nancy learned the value of service from 
her parents’ involvement in the community. 
Her father served as Mayor of Atwater for two 
terms, and her mother hosted Atwater Cham-
ber of Commerce coffee meetings for the 
newly arrived airmen at Castle Air Force Base. 
Nancy graduated from Atwater High School in 
1964 and became an active member of the 
Atwater Women’s Club. 

Nancy graduated from then Fresno State 
College with a Bachelor’s of Science degree in 
Nursing in 1968. She then went on to earn a 
Master’s of Science in Nursing from California 
State University Fresno in 1983. She com-
pleted a Master’s in Public Administration from 
Golden Gate University in San Francisco in 
1985, and earned her Doctorate in Education 
from University of California, Davis/California 
State University Fresno’s Joint Doctoral Pro-
gram in 2004. 

Dr. Clark worked in acute care in San Fran-
cisco, Texas and Florida for two years before 
relocating to the Central Valley, where she 
worked in Migrant Health. She then worked as 
a nurse in the Merced County Health Depart-
ment for six years. After raising two young 
children for a number of years, she accepted 
an appointment at California State University, 
Stanislaus as a visiting lecturer. Nancy even-
tually progressed through the ranks to become 
a full professor in the nursing program, an RN 
to BSN Second Degree Program. 

Dr. Clark was appointed Chair of the Nurs-
ing Department at CSU Stanislaus in 1999 
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and implemented a partnership with Sonoma 
State University to bring an MSN–FNP Pro-
gram to campus. As Chair of the program, 
Nancy was most proud of founding the Pre-li-
censure Bachelor of Science in Nursing Pro-
gram in 2002, the first generic nursing pro-
gram to open in California in ten years. Before 
leaving the department, she had completed a 
needs assessment and proposal for an MSN 
program which opened in spring 2009. 

After earning her doctorate in 2004, Dr. 
Clark was appointed Interim Associate Dean 
of the College of Arts, Letters, and Sciences 
at CSU Stanislaus. Following two years of 
leave and twenty-eight years in academia, 
Nancy retired in the summer of 2008 to focus 
on her health and family. 

Mr. Speaker it is with reverence that I rec-
ognize the memory of Dr. Nancy Joan Mac-
Donald Clark. Nancy dedicated many years of 
her life educating nurses of the future, and en-
abling those students to not only improve the 
lives of California residents but the lives of 
people throughout our nation. May her years 
of service to the California State University, 
Stanislaus never be forgotten. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NICK AND SUE HUNT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Nick and 
Sue Hunt of Atlantic, Iowa, for receiving the 
2015 Conservationist of the Year Award, pre-
sented by the Cass County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. This award is a joint ef-
fort of the Governor’s Office, the Iowa Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, 
and the Department of Natural Resources. 

The Conservationist of the Year Award rec-
ognizes the exemplary voluntary actions of 
farmers who work to improve and protect the 
environment and natural resources of our 
state. Nick and Sue were selected for this 
award because of their outstanding work in 
their farming operations and for serving as 
local leaders in environmental stewardship on 
their farm, utilizing a variety of techniques and 
best management practices. Their efforts have 
helped improve and protect the environment in 
the State of Iowa. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Nick and Sue for earning this award. They are 
shining examples of how hard work and dedi-
cation to conservation can benefit their prop-
erty and the environment around them for 
years to come. I know my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives will 
join me in congratulating them for this out-
standing achievement and wishing them noth-
ing but continued success. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-

fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,150,604,277,750.63. We’ve 
added $7,523,727,228,837.55 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HONORING BROWARD COUNTY 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in honor of Broward County Public 
Schools and the School Board of Broward 
County as they celebrate their centennial anni-
versary and the school system’s impressive 
history of educational excellence. As the sec-
ond-largest public school system in Florida 
and the sixth-largest in the nation, Broward 
County teachers and administrators continue 
to demonstrate their commitment to the better-
ment of our South Florida community. 

This remarkable system includes 238 
schools, centers and technical colleges, and 
99 charter schools. Their impact on our state 
and this nation reaches far beyond the 
265,000 young students and 175,000 adult 
students currently enrolled in one of their pro-
grams. Indeed, this school system is a corner-
stone of South Florida’s growing and vibrant 
economy. 

Broward County Public Schools continues to 
prepare our students for the challenges of the 
21st century. The school system educates stu-
dents from 204 different countries who speak 
184 different languages. Through innovative 
initiatives and a focus on the needs of our di-
verse community, they stand as beacon of the 
American ideals of educational achievement, 
upward mobility and the resolve to succeed. 

It is with great pleasure that I honor 
Broward County Public Schools, the School 
Board of Broward County, and its Super-
intendent, Mr. Robert Runcie. 

f 

HONORING TEAM INC. ON THE OC-
CASION OF THEIR 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
great pleasure to rise today to join the com-
munities of the Lower Naugatuck Valley in ex-
tending my sincere congratulations to TEAM, 
Inc. as they celebrate their 50th Anniversary— 
a special milestone for this outstanding organi-
zation. 

Guided by the mission to connect individ-
uals and families with solutions that lead to 
well-being, self-sufficiency and full participation 
in the community, over the course of the last 
five decades TEAM, Inc. has diligently worked 
to provide programs and services to those 
most in need. From Meals on Wheels for sen-
iors to Head Start programs for children, from 
energy assistance to eviction prevention and 

security deposit assistance, and from financial 
education workshops and employment serv-
ices to their annual holiday toy drive, as the 
needs of those they serve have changed, 
TEAM Inc. has expanded their work to provide 
their clients with skills and resources they 
need to succeed and thrive. 

TEAM, Inc. works with individuals and fami-
lies in times of crisis and stressful life 
changes. People of all ages turn to them for 
help with things ranging from basic needs and 
relief during a crisis to support in making long 
term changes in their lives. I want to extend a 
special note of thanks to all of the staff and 
administration of TEAM, Inc. whose hard work 
and contributions have strengthened the orga-
nization and advanced their mission. It takes a 
special combination of compassion and dedi-
cation to provide the myriad of programs and 
services at TEAM, Inc. The staff and adminis-
trators possess those unique qualities and 
through their efforts make a real difference in 
the lives of others. 

I have had many opportunities to work with 
TEAM, Inc. and always find myself in awe of 
the scope of work they undertake every day. 
In their 50-year history, TEAM, Inc. has 
touched the lives of thousands, bringing the 
most precious of gifts—that of hope. There is 
no greater gift that we can provide to our fel-
low citizens. I am proud to stand today and 
extend my heartfelt congratulations to every-
one at TEAM, Inc. on this very special occa-
sion and wish them all the best for many more 
years of success. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DORIS SAMUELSON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Doris 
Samuelson of Council Bluffs, Iowa, on the 
celebration of her 90th birthday. Doris cele-
brated her 90th birthday in September. She 
was married to Bill Samuelson for 56 years 
and has four children. She also taught at the 
elementary school in the Council Bluffs School 
District. 

Mr. Speaker it is an honor to represent 
Doris and Iowans like her. I know my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives will join me in congratulating 
Doris on this incredible milestone, and wish 
her even more health and happiness in the 
years to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 70TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF JOHN AND BAR-
BARA CROSSEN 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of John and Barbara Crossen, who 
celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary on 
September 30th. 

Both children of Boston Police Department 
officers, John and Barbara met and fell in love 
as teenagers. Married on September 30, 1945 
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at the Most Precious Blood Church, the young 
couple lived in Hyde Park for many years be-
fore moving to Walpole, Massachusetts in the 
1990s. 

For many years, John worked at New Eng-
land Telephone and spent countless hours 
volunteering on local initiatives. During my 
years as a Massachusetts State Senator, I 
had the privilege of working alongside John— 
who devotedly served his neighbors as an 
earnest and dedicated community representa-
tive. Barbara, too, dedicated her life to public 
service as Director of Human Resources for 
the Suffolk County District Attorney’s office. 
Though they are now both retired, they are 
still involved in their community and maintain 
a keen interest in politics and public affairs. 

As a testament to the profound impact John 
and Barbara have had on their family, their 
spirit of service and community has tran-
scended generations. Over the years, many of 
their children and grandchildren have gone 
into law enforcement and served in the Boston 
Police Department. John and Barbara cele-
brate their 70th anniversary surrounded by 
their loving family, which has grown to five 
children, eleven grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor John and 
Barbara on this joyous occasion. I ask that my 
colleagues join me in wishing them and their 
family many more years of happiness. 

f 

HONORING PETER AND SHEILA 
ARELLANO 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor the lives of a well- 
known and beloved couple in the Escalon 
community, Peter and Sheila Arellano. They 
passed away within a year of each other. 
Sheila on October 7, 2014 and Peter on June 
14, 2015. 

Peter, fondly known as ‘‘Chessie’’ to his 
friends and family, grew up in Sonora, Cali-
fornia where he was noted as a star athlete. 
After graduating from high school, Peter en-
listed in the United States Air Force during 
WWII. He was stationed in the South Pacific, 
Australia, New Guinea, the Philippines, and 
Europe where he spent several years dili-
gently and courageously serving our Country. 
After returning from WWII, he graduated from 
San Jose State to begin a career teaching and 
coaching. He also served in his local Lions 
Club for over 65 years in various positions 
from Past President to Chairman. He was 
Stockton County Fair Escalon Exhibit Co-Chair 
for over 20 years. He also started the Peter 
Arellano Athletic Scholarship and he pre-
viously hosted the Peter Arellano Athletic 
Scholarship Golf Tournament to raise money 
for scholar athletes from Escalon High School. 
Peter married the love of his life, Sheila, and 
together they moved to Escalon, California 
where they lived for over 58 years. Pete con-
tinued his passion for teaching at Escalon 
High School. 

Sheila proudly worked as the assistant edi-
tor for the Escalon Times. Sheila also served 
as President of the Chamber of Commerce for 
two terms, member of the Historian Society, 

Escalon City Committee, Red Hats, Catholic 
YLI, Actor in Readers Theater, retired teacher 
aide at Den Elementary and El Portal Middle 
School, Escalon Soroptimist Group, and 
Stockton Country Fair Escalon Exhibit Chair 
for over 20 years. She started the Escalon 
Low Vision Support Group, hosted bingo lunch 
with seniors twice a month, and continued to 
be an acting Ambulance board member. The 
community honored them as Mr. and Mrs. 
Escalon because of their immense participa-
tion and contributions. 

They have left a permanent mark on the 
Escalon Community. Both were inspiring 
human beings even in the face of difficult 
times. Sheila endured two bouts of breast can-
cer, kidney failure, heart attacks, and blind-
ness due to macular degeneration. Despite all 
this, she maintained a smile on her face and 
a high spirit of gratitude. Pete’s energy was 
just as contagious, and it allowed for them to 
be confident together. Both lived life the way 
it should be lived; they enjoyed the simple 
things and made the most of their time to-
gether every day. 

Family was central to the Arellanos and they 
loved their family above all else. They are sur-
vived by their three children George Arellano, 
Tina Jensen and Bahrt Arellano; seven grand-
children Kim Theisen, Craig Berchtold, Holly 
Page, Heidi Rech, Jeremy Jensen, Cortez 
Arellano, Vincent Arellano; and eight great- 
grandchildren Kelsie Theisen, Callie Theisen, 
Trenton Berchtold, Emma Berchtold, Madelyn 
Page, Colton Page, Olivia Jensen and Vivian 
Jensen. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and 
recognizing Peter and Sheila Arellano for their 
numerous years of unwavering dedication to 
the Escalon community. They will be deeply 
missed by many and may God bless them al-
ways. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE SOUTHEAST 
POLK HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL 
TEAM 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the 
Southeast Polk High School Boys Baseball 
Team for winning the Iowa Class 4A State 
Baseball Championship. 

I would like to congratulate each member of 
the Team: 

Players: Cam Shannon, Kyle Underwood, 
Tim Neff, Austin Martin, Cole Horton, Nathan 
Gjersvik, Ryan Lamke, Brayden Shepherd, 
Jace Surprenant, Brandon Ross, Sam Henry, 
Thomas McLaughlin, Alex DuToit, Jake Nel-
son, Sean Joelson, Carter Bauge, Zack Ham-
ilton, Cole Hauser, Alex Pierce, Cole 
Hassman, Sam Hermes, and Connor Young. 

Coaches: Scott Belger, Dave Hartman, Mike 
Steele, Rick Fee, Ty Weatherman, Scot 
Surprenant, and Blake Kielman. 

Mr. Speaker, the success of this team and 
their coaches demonstrates the rewards of 
hard work, dedication, and perseverance. I am 
honored to represent them in the United 
States Congress. I know all of my colleagues 
in the United States House of Representatives 
will join me in congratulating these young men 

and the rest of the team for competing in this 
rigorous competition and wishing them all 
nothing but continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MELANIE L. CAMP-
BELL FOR 20 YEARS OF SERVICE 
AND LEADERSHIP AT THE NA-
TIONAL COALITION ON BLACK 
CIVIC PARTICIPATION 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask the 
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing Melanie L. Campbell, President and 
CEO of the National Coalition on Black Civic 
Participation (the National Coalition) for her 
exemplary leadership to expand and preserve 
civil, human and women’s rights in the United 
States. This year marks the 20th year Ms. 
Campbell has led the National Coalition, which 
is composed of organizations that represent 
some 40 million people across our great na-
tion. Campbell is well known for her unique 
ability to build powerful coalitions and net-
works that bring diverse people together for 
the common good. 

The National Coalition was founded nearly 
40 years ago on May 5, 1976 in the District of 
Columbia by great heroes and sheroes of the 
Civil Rights Movement, including the late Dr. 
Dorothy Irene Height, Norman Hill, the late 
Maynard Jackson, Rev. Dr. Joseph E. Lowery, 
William ‘‘Bill’’ Lucy, Eddie Williams and many 
others—all of whom mentored Campbell to 
embrace servant leadership as a way of life in 
her journey in the fight for justice for all peo-
ple. 

Melanie Campbell is a nationally recognized 
expert in civic engagement, voting rights, 
women’s rights and youth empowerment, and 
has led many successful coalition-based cam-
paigns that have empowered thousands of Af-
rican Americans to have a voice in our rep-
resentative democracy including: 1) the Unity 
Voter Empowerment Campaign helping in-
crease Black voter participation to historic 
records over the past decade; 2) the Unity Di-
aspora Census Campaigns helping reduce the 
undercount of the Black population in 2000 
and 2010; and 3) organizing the ReBuild Hope 
NOW Coalition in 2005 to assist survivors of 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in rebuilding their 
lives in the Gulf Coast Region. 

Ms. Campbell acknowledges that one of her 
most rewarding accomplishments at the Na-
tional Coalition has been creating an innova-
tive, youth-led civic leadership development 
program, Black Youth Vote, which was 
launched April 4, 1996, under the banner, ‘‘the 
ballot, not the bullet’’ in commemoration of the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Campbell is a passionate advocate for wom-
en’s rights and serves as convener of Black 
Women’s Roundtable (BWR), an intergenera-
tional public policy and organizing network of 
the National Coalition. Under her leadership, 
BMR empowers thousands of women and girls 
annually with tools and resources to live a 
higher quality of life. BWR is focused on fight-
ing for income equality for women and a living 
wage job for all Americans. 

In 2014, Campbell led a Black Women’s 
Roundtable delegation to challenge the NFL to 
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address domestic violence and diversity in the 
league; and organized prayer vigils on Capitol 
Hill, with the National African American Clergy 
Network, to pray for Congress to confirm Lo-
retta Lynch to become the first African Amer-
ican woman and second woman in history to 
serve as the U.S. Attorney General of the 
United States. 

Most recently, she established the Black 
Youth Vote/Gathering of Black Men & Boys 
Initiative which held a Capitol Hill day on April, 
23, 2015, with over 200 young men and boys 
coming together to learn how the public policy 
process works and meeting their Congres-
sional representatives from both parties to 
share their concerns that are impacting their 
lives. For her black male initiatives work, she 
was recently appointed to the My Brothers’ 
Keeper Alliance Advisory Council supported 
by President Obama. 

Campbell is an active member of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority and several other promi-
nent national organizations. She is a native of 
Mims, Florida and attributes her passion for 
civil rights and social justice to her parents, 
Mrs. Janet Campbell and the late Isaac Camp-
bell, Sr., who instilled in her a strong faith in 
God and the understanding that ‘‘helping oth-
ers is the rent we pay for being born.’’ 

Melanie L. Campbell has spent her entire 
professional life as a mentor and a role model 
for countless women and youth in the District 
of Columbia, the nation and the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in saluting Melanie L. Camp-
bell for her 20 years of service to our nation 
as a non-profit leader at the National Coalition, 
and for being a great humanitarian and out-
standing citizen of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE NATIONAL 
COLLEGIATE HONORS COUNCIL 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the National Collegiate Honors 
Council (NCHC) for their 50th Anniversary and 
outstanding commitment to collegiate honors 
education. The National Collegiate Honors 
Council is dedicated to excellence in edu-
cation, as they serve over 800 colleges and 
universities across the country and is com-
posed of over 325,000 students dedicated to 
achieving excellence in diverse subject and 
curriculum areas to fulfill professional career 
goals. 

I would also like to call attention to Saint 
Leo University in my district for their dedica-
tion to academic excellence and for being a 
member of the National Collegiate Honors 
Council. Students at Saint Leo University ex-
perience and grow in core values such as ex-
cellence, community, integrity, respect, per-
sonal development and responsible steward-
ship. 

The Honors Program at Saint Leo University 
was started over 30 years ago. Alumni and 
current students continue to express to others 
the enormous impact the program has had on 
their professional work experience. One grad-
uate is now a professional working in instruc-

tional technology developing safety training in 
the energy field and credits the Honors Pro-
gram at Saint Leo for preparing him to adapt 
intellectually and to be ready to explore new 
fields. Students are encouraged to broaden 
their horizons with a change of scenery and 
culture through this program. One student in-
terned for a museum in London and was able 
to incorporate this experience in with their his-
tory course. Another student worked on an 
oral-care education project for the small chil-
dren of migrant farmworkers who live within a 
short drive of the campus. 

As you can see through the Honors Pro-
gram, students have been challenged to think 
deeply about what they want to accomplish 
personally and professionally, and are already 
making strides toward those goals. Saint Leo 
Honors Program has shown and continues to 
show their commitment to educating students 
and influencing their lives positively to help 
shape them in every way. 

Once again, please join me in commending 
the National Collegiate Honors Council on 
their 50th Anniversary. Their service to pro-
grams like those at Saint Leo University and 
their dedication to academic excellence and 
achievement is honorable. 

f 

COMMEMORATING 104TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF TAIWAN 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the people of Taiwan on the 
104th anniversary of their great Republic on 
October 10. This day, known as ‘‘Double Ten 
Day’’ because it falls on the 10th day of the 
10th month, is revered in Taiwan the same as 
we celebrate the 4th of July. It commemorates 
the Wuchang Uprising, the event that triggered 
a revolution that led to the overthrow of Chi-
na’s imperial regime and the establishment of 
the Republic of China on January 1, 1912. 

Over the following century, as a result of the 
hard work and dedication of the people of Tai-
wan, Taiwan has become a democracy that 
stands as a model to other nations around the 
world. 

On this national day, I would also like to 
take the time to thank Taiwan for their con-
tinuing focus on buying American goods. In 
2014, Taiwan surpassed India and Saudi Ara-
bia to become the United States’ 10th largest 
trading partner. Last year, Taiwan purchased 
nearly $200 million worth of goods from my 
home state of Michigan, bolstering our chem-
ical, metal and machinery sectors. 

104 years after the Wuchang Uprising, Tai-
wan has transformed into a flourishing, eco-
nomically robust society where social justice is 
a priority. Taiwan’s praiseworthy commitment 
to social justice is perhaps best exemplified by 
their implementation of the single-payer Na-
tional Health Insurance (NHI) system. This 
year marks the 20th anniversary of the sys-
tem, which guarantees all Taiwanese citizens 
access to necessary medical care. In just two 
decades, Taiwan’s healthcare system has be-
come globally renowned for providing citizens 
with easy access to high-quality medical serv-
ices, and it provides an important lesson to 
the world about the feasibility of a transition to 
a single-payer system. 

I am proud to commemorate the 104th anni-
versary of Taiwan’s Double Ten Day, and I 
look forward to continuing the meaningful 
friendship and cooperation between the peo-
ples and governments of the United States 
and Taiwan. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TOM AND NORMA 
TROXEL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Tom and 
Norma Troxel of Farragut, Iowa, for their in-
duction into the Iowa 4–H Hall of Fame during 
a ceremony at the 2015 Iowa State Fair. 

Tom and Norma have been involved in 4– 
H for most of their lives. They are longtime 
members of 4–H and became 4–H leaders 
when their three daughters, Andria, Maggie, 
and Kimberly, became old enough to join. 
Tom is a 4th generation ag producer, and 
Norma has served on the Extension Council 
and the 4–H Youth and Endowment Commit-
tees for a number of years. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Tom and Norma for being inducted into the 4– 
H Hall of Fame. They are shining examples of 
how hard work, leadership, and dedication can 
serve to promote and support our youth and 
the mission of 4–H. I know my colleagues in 
the United States House of Representatives 
will join me in congratulating Tom and Norma 
and wishing them nothing but continued suc-
cess. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF SAMUEL J. 
SWORN, JR. OF POMPANO BEACH, 
FLORIDA 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an esteemed educator, community lead-
er, and personal friend, Mr. Samuel J. Sworn, 
Jr. Brother Samuel was a community icon and 
a charter member of the Fort Lauderdale 
Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity. 
He sadly transitioned into the Chapter Invisible 
on October 5, 2015, surrounded by family, 
friends, and his beloved wife Millicent. 

Brother Samuel believed that mentorship, 
volunteerism, and philanthropy are the corner-
stones of a thriving community and because of 
his efforts, the Fort Lauderdale Alumni Chap-
ter continues to be a ‘‘beacon of light’’ and a 
positive influence in the lives of the people of 
Broward County. 

Brother Samuel was also a wonderful edu-
cator. For over 30 years, he served the stu-
dents of Broward County, first as a Blanche 
Ely High School teacher, then transitioning 
through the Broward County system to be-
come an administrator at Plantation High 
School. He had a knack for helping people 
and on June 13, 2009, Pompano Beach offi-
cials dedicated the new aquatic center Hous-
ton-Sworn Aquatic Center at Mitchell-Moore 
Park to honor his many contributions to the 
Pompano community. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:29 Oct 07, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A06OC8.018 E06OCPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1433 October 6, 2015 
Mr. Speaker, I once again want to honor Mr. 

Samuel J. Sworn, Jr. for his dedication and 
commitment to education, our fraternity, his 
community, and most of all to his family. He 
was a kind human being whose legacy and 
memory will always live on. I was truly proud 
to call Samuel my friend and will miss him 
dearly. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DONALD 
‘‘TRAE’’ SHEEHAN III 

HON. ALEXANDER X. MOONEY 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to congratulate Donald ‘‘Trae’’ 
Sheehan III of Troop 165 of the Shenandoah 
Area Council in Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 
for earning the rank of Eagle Scout. This ac-
complishment required leadership, service to 
his community, and a great deal of hard work. 
It makes me proud to see young West Vir-
ginians such as Donald work to better them-
selves and their communities as they prepare 
to become our nation’s future leaders. I join 
with Donald’s family and friends in congratu-
lating him on becoming an Eagle Scout. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO VAN CLARK JR. 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Van Clark 
Jr. for his retirement from Modern Optical in 
Des Moines after 43 years of dedicated serv-
ice. 

Van has spent his life helping his patients 
enjoy their lives to the fullest. His dedication to 
helping others is second to none. During his 
time at Modern Optical, Van would make spe-
cial trips to nursing homes in the area to offer 
optical assistance to those who were in need. 
He now plans to spend as much time as pos-
sible with his family and travel with his wife. 

Mr. Speaker, Van’s selflessness and willing-
ness to help others is a true embodiment of 
the Iowa spirit. It is an honor to represent him 
and Iowans like him in the United States Con-
gress. I know that all of my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives will 
join me in congratulating him on this momen-
tous occasion and wish him nothing but con-
tinued success and happiness in his retire-
ment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PAULETTE PYLE 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize my very good friend, Paulette Pyle, 
for her many years advocating for Oregon’s 
farmers, ranchers and foresters. Paulette is re-
tiring from Oregonians for Food and Shelter 
where she delivered 35 years of historic serv-

ice as their Director of Grassroots, and is one 
of the most respected and expert advocates in 
the country in her field. Since many of my col-
leagues call Paulette a dear friend, I’d like to 
pay tribute to her numerous contributions to 
Oregon and its natural resource industries. 

Born in Sioux City, Iowa and raised on a 
wheat and dairy operation near Cottonwood, 
Idaho, agriculture has always been close to 
Paulette’s heart. As she has worked on behalf 
of Oregon’s farmers for over three decades, 
Paulette became well known statewide for the 
passion for and commitment to the farm, 
ranch and timber families she worked for. 

In 1972, after nearly a decade working in 
health care, Paulette made her first profes-
sional foray into politics, serving as district 
staff for Senator Steve Symms of Idaho during 
his time in the U.S. House. She campaigned 
her way from Idaho to Oregon. A tenacious 
and well-liked go-getter from the start, she 
was known to go door to door on campaigns 
with her twin baby girls—one on each hip. 

Paulette took her grassroots experience to 
the newly formed Oregonians for Food and 
Shelter in 1980. Over the next 35 years, she 
became a beloved and relied upon household 
name for Oregon’s farmers, ranchers and for-
esters as well as a highly regarded advocate 
around the state capitol and in the halls of 
Congress. 

In that role, Paulette became an integral 
part of Oregon’s natural resources community, 
tying together sometimes differing groups to-
wards a common goal. If there was an issue 
heating up that affected the industry, you 
knew you’d find Paulette leading the charge to 
ensure progress. 

Guided by what she knew was right and in 
the best interest of Oregon, Paulette knew 
how to get things done. At times when others 
may have been turned off by a defeat, Pau-
lette just got creative. And this approach often 
led to success. 

One example of Paulette’s creative, can-do 
disposition is the time Paulette worked tire-
lessly to move a pesticide bill through the leg-
islature, only to have the Governor veto it. Un-
willing to give up on the effort, Paulette went 
to work again, getting the language attached 
to a bill referring a decision on a light rail 
project to the voters—a legislative vehicle that 
the Governor was eager to see approved. Left 
with a choice between letting the bill move for-
ward with Paulette’s language included, or 
vetoing his own legislative priority, the Gov-
ernor signed the bill into law. Paulette scored 
a win on behalf of family farmers, and voters 
went on to vote down the Governor’s project. 

This tenacity and skill served Paulette well 
at the federal level too. Her grassroots efforts 
were integral as we worked to turn the heat up 
on the Senate and push the last major federal 
forest policy reform to become law, the 
Healthy Forest Restoration Act, across the fin-
ish line. 

State legislators and members of Congress 
weren’t the only ones leaning on Paulette for 
advice and assistance. President George W. 
Bush became fast friends with Paulette, and 
made sure she was included in any ranching, 
farming or forestry discussion affecting Oregon 
and the Pacific Northwest. The president’s 
team would call me before one of his many 
visits to Oregon during his presidency to con-
firm that I had not forgotten to make sure Pau-
lette would be available to join ‘‘43’’ when he 
visited our family farmers, ranchers and for-

esters. The Bush White House team soon 
learned that I did not need a reminder to in-
clude Paulette as I’d tell them she was always 
first on my call list. 

In addition to Paulette’s significant profes-
sional achievements, it is important to note 
that an even higher priority for her is her cher-
ished family and the faith that guides her daily. 
Paulette and her husband Ken raised six out-
standing children, who in turn are raising their 
16 grandchildren. Paulette has led her family 
by love and Christian example, and this is 
very clear to all who know her. 

Mr. Speaker and my colleagues, please join 
me in recognizing and thanking my good 
friend, Paulette Pyle, for her years of leader-
ship and tremendous dedication on behalf of 
the natural resource industry. Oregon’s farm-
ers, ranchers and foresters have benefited in 
countless ways over the past three and a half 
decades thanks to Paulette. I wish Paulette 
and Ken the best for many years of good 
health and happiness in retirement and the 
years ahead. She will forever remain a very 
special friend. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE 2015 HON-
OREES OF THE TOLEDO AFRICAN 
AMERICAN LEGACY PROJECT 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate thirteen community leaders who 
are being recognized as 2015 honorees of the 
Toledo African American Legacy Project. The 
Toledo African American Legacy Project is 
dedicated to bringing together people to docu-
ment and preserve the history of northwest 
Ohio’s African American communities and 
demonstrate the impact and influence of indi-
viduals upon Toledo and the greater world 
community. 

This year’s honorees are indeed a cele-
brated group. Elinor Allen is a retired school 
teacher who for 33 years served as an ele-
mentary teacher, Unit Leader, and reading 
teacher in Toledo Public Schools. Ronald 
Jackson, Sr., was appointed as the first Afri-
can American Deputy Chief of the Toledo Po-
lice Department and also served as Executive 
Director of the Board of Community Relations. 
Theresa M. Gabriel has served in many ca-
pacities within the city government including 
Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry and 
Director of Department of Human Resources. 
She currently serves on Toledo City Council. 
John Moore is a consultant, motivational 
speaker and author whose current and past 
board memberships include Owens Commu-
nity College and the College’s foundation, 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Toledo and Hospice 
of Northwest Ohio. Doni Miller is the CEO of 
the Neighborhood Health Association, a feder-
ally qualified health center. She earned a Doc-
tor of Jurisprudence from the University of To-
ledo and has 25 years of experience in health 
administration in addition to hosting a local 
public affairs television program. Ben Williams 
has dedicated his life to youth. He is currently 
the Executive Director of the Ben E. Williams 
Youth Service, Inc., and was the first African 
American coach inducted into the Ohio High 
School Basketball Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame. 
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The Toledo African American Legacy 

Project also posthumously recognized: Dr. 
Frank A. Brown, who was elected the first Afri-
can American as Vice President of the Toledo 
Board of Education and eventually President; 
and Roland A. Gandy, Jr., who was Chief of 
Staff at Mercy Hospital and Maumee Valley 
Hospital and was known for providing services 
free of charge to Scott High School and the 
University of Toledo athletics. 

In addition to honoring these community 
leaders, the Toledo African American Legacy 
Project also highlights young, emerging Afri-
can-Americans leading the way for the future. 
This year, four people were recognized for 
their efforts. Larome Myrick is a Parole Serv-
ice Supervisor in the Department of Youth 
Services Toledo Region. Kelly Westmoreland 
is an agent for Bankers Life and Casualty. 
Jason Woodward is a minister, deacon and fi-
nance director at Trinity Faith Tabernacle 
Church. Rashieda Timpson is founder and 
CEO of the Christian based non-profit organi-
zation United Sisters (women inspiring 
women). 

It is my sincere pleasure to congratulate all 
of these honorees for their hard work and 
dedicated service. We stand on the shoulders 
of those who came before us and together we 
build community forward. The 2015 African 
American Legacy Project honorees represent 
the excellence that is in us. Their leadership 
inspires. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MARSHA 
BIANCONI’S SERVICE AS EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR OF THE CON-
FERENCE OF WESTERN WAYNE 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mrs. Marsha Bianconi for her distin-
guished service as the Executive Director of 
the Conference of Western Wayne. Marsha’s 
commitment to our community has enriched 
the lives of so many and helped guide the 
leaders of our region towards collective and 
coordinated success. 

The Conference of Western Wayne is a 
consortium of eighteen western Wayne County 
communities who meet monthly to discuss 
issues including; legislation, transportation, 
public safety, substance abuse, economic de-
velopment, and the environment. For over thir-
ty five years, the Conference of Western 
Wayne has moved forward with its mission to 
support the bi-partisan, mutual interest of its 
member communities. For twenty seven of 
those years, Marsha has shaped the mission, 
vision, and programming of the organization 
and taken it far beyond what anyone would 
have imagined when it started. 

As we reflect on her service and accom-
plishments, it is important to recognize that 
Marsha has been a wonderful mother of two 
children, Steven and Melissa, and a loving 
wife to her husband Bob. After all, we are all 
working to build stronger, safer communities 
not just for ourselves, but for our families and 
friends. While she is looking forward to retire-
ment, I know that we will not lose her insight 
and leadership in our region because she will 
continue to stay involved in so many of our 
community organizations. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today to honor Mrs. Marsha Bianconi for her 
twenty seven years of service to our commu-
nities and for her dedication to regional co-
operation. I thank her for her leadership and 
wish her many years of joy in her retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SARA ROSS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Sara 
Ross of Minden, Iowa, for being selected as 
the Midwest Farm Mom of the Year. Sara 
grew up in a small rural community in Ne-
braska, but she did not grow up on a farm. 
When Sara married her husband Kevin, a 
sixth-generation Iowa farmer, she took it upon 
herself to learn the farm business. 

The criteria used in selecting the ‘‘Farm 
Mom of the Year’’ by the American Agri- 
Women, a national coalition of farm, ranch, 
and agribusiness women, is based on support 
for family and commitment to agriculture. 
Sara’s commitment is evident through her blog 
about farm life, her involvement in volunteer 
farm organizations, and her international work, 
including traveling to China to teach women 
there about U.S. agriculture and soybean pro-
duction. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Sara for her leadership in the agriculture com-
munity in Pottawattamie County, the State of 
Iowa, and with international partners. Sara’s 
hard work and dedication to her family and 
farm represents our Iowa values, and I am 
proud to represent her in the United States 
Congress. I know that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives will 
join me in congratulating Sara and in wishing 
her and her family nothing but the best. 

f 

A TRIED AND TRUE TRADITION: 
TEXAS BARBECUE 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, barbecue 
is among the great traditions of Texas. Texans 
are passionate about their favorite barbecue 
as they are about football and politics. I’ve 
heard barbeque, football, and politics should 
not be brought up in mixed company. All three 
are contact sports here. 

We take our barbecue seriously, and we 
know we smoke it the best way. Folks are 
known to plan road trips across the state to 
remedy a hankering for barbecue at legendary 
joints, like Louie Miller Barbecue in Taylor, 
Black’s Barbecue in Lockhart, or City Market 
in Luling. Let’s not forget one of the world’s 
best barbecue cook-offs is held every year at 
the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. 

Folks ask me all the time, ‘‘Where do you 
go for good Texas barbecue?’’ 

My choice, hands down, is located prac-
tically in my backyard—Tin Roof BBQ in 
Atascocita. There are few places I would rath-
er be than sidled up to a table at Tin Roof, 

catching up on local conversations with neigh-
bors and enjoying authentic Texas barbecue. 

Tin Roof has been a staple in our commu-
nity for 14 years, and over the years, I’ve 
eaten there so often that I consider the own-
ers, Ronnie and Nancy Webber, to be friends. 
Ronnie and Nancy decided to open Tin Roof 
soon after Ronnie retired from the Houston 
Police Department. Not content with retire-
ment, they purchased a historic home, located 
close to Memorial Park, which was used dur-
ing World War II to house military personnel at 
Camp Logan. A developer was going to tear 
it down until the Webbers saved it. They 
moved the structure to Atascocita and outfitted 
it in Texas-themed decor. 

The restaurant has grown from the original 
house with several additions, including a 
Texas-sized covered deck. On a typical Satur-
day night, folks fill the place to sample deli-
cious, homemade cooking, from Texas’ best 
barbecue to side dishes made from scratch. 
Of course, there’s Ronnie’s delicious home-
made sauce, sweet tea, and live music. 

Family-owned restaurants, like Tin Roof, are 
the heart of our community. Ronnie and 
Nancy are deeply rooted here, and it shows. 
They give back whenever they can. They pro-
vide food, friendship, and support for a num-
ber of neighborhood organizations, area 
schools, and our local law enforcement offi-
cers. Recently, they participated in a charity 
cook-off to help the Banded Brigade Outdoors, 
an organization that provides morale-boosting 
events, such as hunting, fishing, and target 
shooting, for those who have served our great 
country. 

Many love barbecue for its taste. 
Aficionados love it for its craft. Texans love it 
for its tradition, steeped in community with 
friends and family gathered around a picnic 
table, making memories. This weekend grab 
the family and head to the nearest Texas bar-
becue joint. Just be careful if you mix it with 
football and politics. 

And that’s just the way it is—y’all. 
f 

RECOGNIZING PROFESSOR GZ 
(CHARLIE) BROWN 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize University of Oregon Professor GZ 
(Charlie) Brown, Philip H. Knight Professor of 
Architecture. For 38 years, Professor Brown 
has taught and inspired generations of Univer-
sity of Oregon students and practitioners. 

Prof. Brown is a leader in sustainable de-
sign and founded the UO Energy Studies in 
Buildings Laboratory, (ESBL) located in Port-
land and Eugene. As director of the ESBL, he 
developed and oversaw research projects fo-
cused on understanding how building and 
transportation design determines energy con-
sumption. The lab collaborates with designers, 
builders, developers, and governmental agen-
cies to develop strategies and design tools 
that maximize energy efficiency in new mate-
rials, components, assemblies, buildings, and 
communities. The ESBL has acted as a de-
sign consultant on more than 100 projects. 

Prof. Brown is a pioneer. In 1988, he col-
laborated on a study investigating the impacts 
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of climate change on the energy performance 
of buildings. In 1991, he served as an advisor 
on the Global Warming project for the Office 
of Technology Assessment of the U.S. Con-
gress. He is the author of a pioneering book 
on the practice of sustainable design, Sun, 
Wind and Light: Architectural Design Strate-
gies, and co-author of Natural Ventilation in 
Northwest Buildings and Inside Out: Design 
Procedures for Passive Environmental Tech-
nologies. His list of publications includes more 
than 100 papers and reports on computing, 
energy, climate, and housing. He has also co- 
authored software programs to facilitate de-
sign, including Energy Scheming, SIP Schem-
ing, Energy Module, and Auto Architect. 

Prof. Brown’s research topics include visual-
ization of building information, manually acti-
vated pneumatic shade controls, natural ven-
tilation, daylighting (including the impact of 
structural design), heat exchangers, modular 
construction (with a focus on structural insu-
lated panels), classroom design, building 
massing, passive design, insulation, energy 
auditing, and straw bale construction. 

He is a Fellow of the American Institute of 
Architects and the American Solar Energy So-
ciety, and has received awards for leadership 
in research from the U.S. Green Building 
Council and the Architectural Research Cen-
ters Consortium. In 1984, Prof. Brown re-
ceived the National Award for Energy Innova-
tion from the U.S. Department of Energy and 
the Governor’s Award for Energy Innovation 
from the State of Oregon. 

Prof. Brown will be honored this month by 
the University of Oregon for his contributions, 
and it is my honor to recognize and congratu-
late him for his years of exemplary service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TALL CORN MOTEL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the Tall 
Corn Motel of Shenandoah, Iowa. For over 60 
years, the Tall Corn Motel has been a con-
stant in the Shenandoah community. The busi-
ness was founded in 1955 and was one of the 
first motels to be built in the state. 

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s the motel 
went through many changes and new owner-
ship to accommodate what quickly became a 
famous Iowa landmark. With the economy 
booming, many motel guests looked at the 
motel as their home away from home. In fact, 
even world famous movie stars and musi-
cians, such as the Everly Brothers, Elizabeth 
Taylor, Dolly Parton, Lucille Ball, John Wayne, 
and Marilyn Monroe, made appearances 
throughout the years at the Tall Corn Motel. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the Tall Corn 
Motel for 60 years of dedicated service to the 
communities and visitors of Shenandoah and 
southwest Iowa. I urge my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in congratulating the Tall Corn Motel 
owners, and wishing them and their entire 
staff nothing but the best moving forward. 

EL FARO TRAGEDY 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, my 
heart and prayers go out to the families of 
those aboard the cargo ship, El Faro, which 
disappeared Thursday evening, northeast of 
the Crooked Islands, Bahamas. Along with the 
family members, I hold out hope that the 
Coast Guard’s search and rescue mission will 
be able to save the lives of surviving crew 
members. 

As a senior member of the House Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure, I 
will be asking for a complete investigation into 
this tragic incident. I commend the Coast 
Guard for everything they do for our nation in 
the areas of maritime security and environ-
mental protection, and have worked closely 
with the agency for many years. I was briefed 
today by the Coast Guard, and was told that 
in their search and rescue mission, they cur-
rently have: 

Two Coast Guard HC–130 Hercules air-
planes from Coast Guard Air Station Clear-
water, Florida. 

Two Navy P–8 fixed wing airplanes. 
One Coast Guard MH–60 Jayhawk from 

Coast Guard Air Station Clearwater, Florida. 
Coast Guard Cutter Northland, a 210-foot 

medium endurance cutter homeported in 
Portsmouth, Virginia. 

Coast Guard Cutter Resolute, a 210-foot 
medium endurance cutter homeported in St. 
Petersburg, Florida. 

Coast Guard Cutter Charles Sexton, a 154- 
foot fast response cutter homeported in Key 
West, Florida. 

Three commercial tugboats. 
Additionally, the National Transportation 

Safety Board (NTSB) will have an investigative 
team that will arrive in Jacksonville tomorrow, 
and I will continue to monitor the situation 
closely and provide any assistance I am able 
to. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LAFAYETTE, LOU-
ISIANA, AS THE HAPPIEST CITY 
IN AMERICA 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Lafayette, Louisiana, for being 
recognized as the Happiest City in America. 
Lafayette is my home. I was raised there, at-
tended elementary and high school there, ob-
tained my undergraduate degree from the Uni-
versity of Southwest Louisiana there, and 
began a family there. Anyone who has spent 
time in our city can tell you it is a place filled 
with joie de vivre—where friends and neigh-
bors become family, our unique Cajun food, 
music, and culture abound, and everyone 
knows how to have a good time. 

This designation was awarded by the Na-
tional Bureau of Economic Research based on 
a 2014 study conducted by Edward Glaeser of 
Harvard University, Joshua Gottlieb of the 
Vancouver School of Economics, and Oren 

Ziv, a Harvard University doctoral student. 
Amazingly, every city in the top five hail from 
Louisiana, with Houma, Shreveport-Bossier 
City, Baton Rouge, and Alexandria following 
Lafayette in the study’s findings. Accordingly, 
Louisiana was found to be the happiest state 
in the country. 

This is just another reason I am proud to 
call Lafayette, Louisiana, my home. I’m hon-
ored to represent this beautiful and diverse 
city in Congress, and am grateful to be able 
to recognize its distinction as the Happiest 
City in America. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EAGLE SCOUT LUCAS 
COLOSIMO 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Lucas 
Colosimo for achieving the rank of Eagle 
Scout. 

The Eagle Scout rank is the highest ad-
vancement rank in scouting. Only about five 
percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout 
Award. The award is a performance-based 
achievement with high standards that have 
been well-maintained for more than a century. 

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout 
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as 
well as complete an Eagle Project to benefit 
the community. For his Eagle Scout Service 
Project, Lucas made and installed an outdoor 
meditative pathway, which included the Sta-
tions of the Cross at St. Thomas More Center 
in Panora, Iowa. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man demonstrates the rewards of hard work, 
dedication, and perseverance. I am honored to 
represent Lucas and his supportive family in 
the United States Congress. I know that all of 
my colleagues in the United States House of 
Representatives will join me in congratulating 
him on reaching the rank of Eagle Scout, and 
I wish him continued success in his future 
education and career. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 75TH BIRTHDAY 
OF JOHN JENKINS 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize John Jenkins on his 75th birthday on Oc-
tober 16th. 

Mr. Jenkins was born in Dayton, Ohio in 
1940. In his childhood, he worked on his fam-
ily’s farm, and showed a strong worth ethic 
and a dedication to every job he held. He 
eventually began a career as an investment 
specialist, helping others achieve the Amer-
ican dream. 

However, not everything in John’s life was 
perfect. He struggled with alcoholism, which 
later led to an addiction to crack cocaine. His 
addictions caused him to reach rock bottom, 
and he found himself living in a burned out 
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building. A stranger told John about His Place, 
a Christian recovery home in Opelika, Ala-
bama. 

While there, John overcame his addictions, 
and found religion. He resolved to make good 
on the change in his life by helping others, 
and over the past 15 years has served in nu-
merous positions at His Place, most recently 
becoming an assistant director there. He also 
serves as a deacon and elder at Grace Falls 
Church, and is known and loved throughout 
his community. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the life and achievements of Mr. Jenkins and 
wishing him a happy 75th birthday. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL DIS-
ABILITY EMPLOYMENT AWARE-
NESS MONTH 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to recognize 
October as National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month. As we celebrate the 70th 
year of recognizing individuals with disabilities 
within our national workforce, it is paramount 
that we, as a country, do everything we can to 
ensure individuals with a disability have oppor-
tunities to enter the workforce without barriers. 

Individuals with disabilities are a vital part of 
our national workforce and have contributed 
greatly to the U.S. economy. Yet, only 19.1% 
of these Americans are participants in the 
labor force. Accessibility, transportation, and 
perceptions of individuals with disabilities are 
some of the many obstacles that prevent 
these Americans from being given the oppor-
tunity to put in a full day’s work and become 
active members of our communities. Likewise, 
it is critical that we recognize the organizations 
and individuals across the country that provide 
these opportunities. 

The Dallas Lighthouse for the Blind is one 
such organization in my district that deserves 
this special recognition. Founded in 1931, the 
Dallas Lighthouse for the Blind provides em-
ployment opportunities for the visually im-
paired. The organization enhances the lives of 
hundreds of individuals with disabilities. In 
doing so, they bring tremendous value to our 
community. 

As we recognize October as National Dis-
ability Employment Awareness Month, I call on 
employers, schools, and other organizations to 
work throughout the year—not only in Octo-
ber—to ensure that individuals with disabilities 
have a chance to contribute in meaningful and 
long-lasting ways through gainful employment. 
Mr. Speaker, individuals with disabilities have 
a lot of value to contribute to our society, and 
I am pleased to recognize their contributions 
during this very special month. 

HONORING THE VICTIMS OF THE 
UMPQUA COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
TRAGEDY 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I submit an arti-
cle from Roseburg, Oregon’s News-Review to 
honor and remember the lives of those who 
were taken too soon at Umpqua Community 
College on Thursday, October 1, 2015. 

I ask that all Americans pray for the friends 
and families of these nine victims as they 
grieve and rebuild from this tragedy. 

We must also keep in our thoughts and 
prayers those who were injured physically and 
emotionally by this event. It will take time and 
our support and patience as they grieve and 
recover. 

Roseburg is a strong and tight-knit commu-
nity. I am heartened, and not surprised, by the 
acts of kindness and generosity in response to 
an unthinkable act. We call that ‘‘UCC 
Strong,’’ ‘‘Roseburg Strong.’’ It is this strong 
spirit that will carry everyone through this dif-
ficult time. 
[From the News-Review, Roseburg, Oregon, 

Oct. 2, 2015] 
VICTIMS’ FAMILIES: ‘OUR LIVES HAVE BEEN 

SHATTERED BEYOND REPAIR’ 
The victims who died in Thursday’s Ump-

qua Community College shooting were far 
more than a list of names. Five of the nine 
people who died were under 21 years old. 

They were youth with bright futures, a 
teacher who loved the river, older students 
getting a fresh start. 

Their families, friends and community are 
devastated by their loss. 

TREVEN ANSPACH 
Treven Anspach’s close friend Danny Gil 

said Anspach loved playing soccer and bas-
ketball, and he was good at it because he was 
taller than everybody else. He also liked just 
hanging out with friends. 

‘‘He always had a smile on his face, I don’t 
know. He was just like the type of guy that 
was always cheerful to be around,’’ Gil said. 

Gil was devastated when he heard from his 
roommate that a mutual friend had seen 
Anspach get shot. He believes Anspach was 
the victim who was brought to Mercy Med-
ical Center and died there. 

‘‘I wasn’t ready to let him go. I just wasn’t 
ready for it. I just cry about it and talk to 
my friends about it and my family,’’ Gil said. 

Gil said Anspach had his whole life ahead 
of him. 

‘‘He was doing good in college. He had a 
girlfriend. He was engaged, and he was ready 
for life to just begin,’’ he said. 

In a statement, Anspach’s family described 
him as ‘‘one of the most positive young men, 
always looking for the best in life. Treven 
was larger than life and brought out the best 
in those around him.’’ 

According to his parents, Anspach was ‘‘a 
perfect son.’’ 

Anspach played basketball for the 
Sutherlin Bulldogs and at UCC. 

Umpqua Riverhawks basketball coach Dan 
Leeworthy wrote on Facebook that Anspach 
wanted to ‘‘marry his high school sweet-
heart, be a firefighter like his Dad, and to 
serve others.’’ 

‘‘To me he was a friend and a coach’s 
dream. He was a friend to everyone,’’ 
Leeworthy wrote. 

LARRY LEVINE 
Larry Levine was an assistant English pro-

fessor at Umpqua Community College. He 

was an avid fisherman, a member of the 
Steamboaters fishing group and a former fly 
fishing guide. 

Levine was teaching an English class just 
before the shooting, and it was his classroom 
the gunman entered when the terror began. 

Friend and fellow Steamboater Dale 
Greenley remembered Levine as an ‘‘easy-
going, kind of quiet, laid back’’ man. 
Greenley had known Levine since the 1970s. 
He said Levine did whatever it took to stay 
by the river so he could keep on fishing. 

‘‘He could have gone off somewhere and 
probably made good money, but he loved the 
Umpqua and he stayed here and he finally 
got that job at the UCC and that was really 
nice,’’ he said. 

Greenley doesn’t have a television set, so 
he didn’t know about Levine’s death until he 
was called by a reporter with a national 
news outlet. 

‘‘That’s when I found out. It was kind of a 
shock. I’m still kind of processing it,’’ he 
said. 

Greenley said Levine was fun to talk to. 
They shared fishing stories together. Levine 
was a great writer who loved to describe the 
North Umpqua River he loved, Greenley said. 

‘‘He was just part of the river,’’ Greenley 
said. ‘‘Larry loved the river. He committed 
his life to it.’’ 

He was also popular with students. 
‘‘If you ever had any questions or problems 

or anything else, he was Johnny-on-the-spot 
to help you out,’’ said Taylor Gunn, 21, of 
Myrtle Creek who took her first ever com-
munity college class from Levine last spring. 

KIM DIETZ, 59, ROSEBURG 
Kim Dietz was a strong and compassionate 

woman, whose love of animals defined her, 
said Carolyn Whitehorn, Dietz’s mother-in- 
law. 

Dietz owned two Great Pyrenees dogs. 
Whitehorn recalled Dietz setting out to be-

friend a local feral cat who was determined 
to stay wild. 

‘‘Feral cats are not easy to tame,’’ she said 
through tears. ‘‘But she had him tamed in 
what seemed like no time at all. She would 
sit outside when he was around and just talk 
to him and offer him food until he came 
close enough to pet.’’ 

Eventually, the cat became the family pet 
who lived with Dietz for many years. 

‘‘She was such a strong and powerful 
woman,’’ Whitehorn said. ‘‘She will be 
missed greatly.’’ 

LUCAS EIBEL, 18, ROSEBURG 
Lucas Eibel’s family said they have been 

‘‘trying to figure out how to tell everyone 
how amazing Lucas was, but that would take 
18 years.’’ 

Eibel was an FFA member and a volunteer 
with Wildlife Safari and Saving Grace. He 
was a Ford Family Foundation scholarship 
recipient and was studying chemistry. 

He and three of his siblings were quad-
ruplets. They were nicknamed The Quad by 
their friends at Roseburg High School. 

In 2014, Lucas Eibel told News-Review re-
porter Kate Stringer it’s ‘‘always funny to 
see people’s reactions’’ when they find out 
the four are fraternal quadruplets. 

Eibel was studying chemistry in his first 
year at UCC. It was his favorite subject in 
high school. 

The family has asked that donations be 
given to Roseburg High School FFA and to 
the injured victims. 

QUINN GLEN COOPER, 18, ROSEBURG 

Quinn Glen Cooper was in his fourth day of 
college. 

‘‘We are shocked this has happened,’’ his 
family’s statement said. 

Cooper was funny, smart and compas-
sionate. He was the kind of guy who stood up 
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for other people, according to family mem-
bers. He was going to take his brown-belt 
test in karate next week. 

‘‘I don’t know how we’re going to move for-
ward with our lives without Quinn. Our lives 
have been shattered beyond repair,’’ the fam-
ily statement said. 

‘‘I can’t actually believe you are gone,’’ 
wrote Cooper’s friend Andrew Phillips on 
Facebook. ‘‘You always made me laugh and 
we always finished each other’s sentences.’’ 

Former classmate Luke Counsell wrote on 
Facebook about a time that Cooper was the 
only one to follow him to the changing room 
to comfort him when he broke down while 
rehearsing for a play. 

‘‘He wasn’t just a ‘friend,’ he was a broth-
er,’’ Counsell wrote. 

REBECKA ANN CARNES, 18, MYRTLE CREEK 
Rebecka Carnes had just started both a 

new job and her college career, according to 
her cousin Lisa Crawford. She was studying 
for a job in a health care field. 

‘‘She had people in her life that loved her 
fiercely and are devastated,’’ Crawford wrote 
on Facebook. 

Carnes was a relative of U.S. Sen. Jeff 
Merkley—his cousin’s great-granddaughter. 

Merkley called Carnes a ‘‘beautiful spirit,’’ 
according to The Oregonian. 

She graduated South Umpqua High School 
in June. She played softball. 

Kristy Westbrooks, an English teacher 
said, ‘‘Going to UCC was always her plan A 
she worked really hard to earn scholarships 
last year.’’ 

‘‘Everybody said she was a sweet person 
and very well thought of,’’ said Jim Howard, 
superintendent of the South Umpqua School 
District. 

LUCERO ALCARAZ, 19, ROSEBURG 
Lucero Alcaraz was in the UCC Scholars 

program and studying to become a pediatric 
nurse. Friends called her beautiful and kind- 
hearted. 

Friend Brittany Eggers said Alcaraz was a 
talented artist and a great person. 

‘‘She was probably the sweetest person I 
know, probably the most genuine too,’’ 
Eggers said. ‘‘She never once said anything 
bad about anybody.’’ 

Eggers said she is confused and angry 
about what happened to her friend. 

‘‘I just don’t understand,’’ she said. 
Alcaraz’s sister Maria Alcaraz, heart-

broken, wrote on Facebook that she never 
got the chance to tell her how proud she was 
of her accomplishments. 

‘‘You were going to do great things love,’’ 
she wrote. 

JASON JOHNSON, 33, WINSTON 

Jason Johnson spent the last few months 
of his life fighting. 

A part of The Salvation Army’s rehabilita-
tion program to battle addiction, Johnson 
went from being beat up and physically ill to 
being a role model, said close friend Chuck 
Bellinger, who described their friendship as a 
brotherhood. 

‘‘He was always right there,’’ said 
Bellinger who was in the program along with 
Johnson. ‘‘His room was right next to mine 
and every night I’d go to bed and before that 
boy would get into his bed, he’d come pop my 
door open and tell me good night and that he 
loved me. 

‘‘We have to carry the torch. His torch is a 
bright one and probably very difficult to go 
on with,’’ he said. 

But Bellinger said that Johnson’s death 
was not in vain. 

‘‘Our brother was following his dream and 
sobered up and was becoming a productive 
member of society,’’ he said. ‘‘He died a 
sober and upright man—a dude that was lov-
ing his family and an example for everyone.’’ 

He was attending UCC and his family said 
Johnson had found the right path and they 
were proud of him for enrolling in school. 

SARENA DAWN MOORE, 44, MYRTLE CREEK 
Sarena Moore was a Seventh-Day Advent-

ist who loved animals, according to Oregon 
Public Broadcasting. 

According to the online Adventist maga-
zine Spectrum, Moore was a firm believer of 
prayer, a single mother with few possessions 
but a big heart. She attended Reno High 
School and had recently moved to Myrtle 
Creek from Grants Pass to attend UCC. 

Her pictures on Facebook are of dogs and 
horses, suggesting she was an animal lover. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 125TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF FRIENDSHIP MIS-
SIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the 125th anniversary of the founding of 
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, in An-
niston, Alabama. 

The church was founded in March 1890 by 
four local reverends, when it was then known 
as the Galilee Baptist Church. During the first 
10 years of the church’s existence, the con-
gregation held services under a tent in what is 
now a local park in Lincoln, Alabama. 

In 1900, the church moved into their first 
building. Sadly, this burned down in April of 
1905. The congregation again met under a 
tent for services, doing so until 1910 when 
they built their own church, a wooden struc-
ture. With a significantly expanding member-
ship, Reverend W.L. Maddox ordered the con-
struction of a red brick building on the site in 
1921, which still stands today. 

The church has had four pastors since then, 
and seen significant expansions, such as the 
construction of a family life center. The current 
pastor, Reverend Carlton L. Phillips, has 
served since 2010. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the congregation of Friendship Mis-
sionary Baptist Church on their 125th Anniver-
sary. 

f 

TAIWAN’S DOUBLE TEN DAY 

HON. CHARLES J. ‘‘CHUCK’’ 
FLEISCHMANN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, as the 
people of Taiwan celebrate their national holi-
day, Double Ten Day, on October 10th, I 
would like to extend my congratulations and 
best wishes to them. 

The United States and Taiwan enjoy a long-
standing relationship that stems from our 
shared values: democracy, the rule of law, 
and free enterprise. Taiwan is a strong na-
tional security and economic partner. The is-
land is now our 10th-largest trading partner. 
Also, Taiwan is the 5th largest export market 
for Asia in my home state of Tennessee. 

In recent decades, Taiwan has created a 
democracy which conducts direct presidential 

elections every four years and has witnessed 
the peaceful passage of power from one polit-
ical party to another on two occasions. This 
serves as a powerful example to other nations 
in the region and beyond who aspire to de-
mocracy. Taiwan is a regional and global eco-
nomic force, and they make global contribu-
tions culturally in many diverse fields, Through 
our shared security partnership, the island 
also contributes to the security of the Asia-Pa-
cific and is a humanitarian force around the 
globe. 

I would like to congratulate Taiwan on the 
occasion of Double Ten Day, and I look for-
ward to many more years of friendship be-
tween our two countries. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE HERITAGE FEL-
LOWSHIP CHURCH ON THEIR 
37TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Heritage Fellowship Church of 
Reston, Virginia. Heritage Fellowship Church, 
initially named Christian Community Fellow-
ship, began in 1978 as the town of Reston’s 
first African-American church. In the church’s 
early stages, it moved around, having its serv-
ices in different high schools. Howard Univer-
sity’s School of Divinity and the Washington 
DC Community of Faith provided pastors to 
lead the church and the church’s first pastoral 
advisor was Dr. Harold Hunt of Howard Divin-
ity School, who served from May of 1978 to 
January of 1979. Dr. Earnest W. Armstrong, 
Sr. was next to give pastoral leadership to 
Heritage Fellowship Church, serving from Jan-
uary of 1979 to March of that same year. Over 
the years, Heritage Fellowship Church has 
had many distinguished advisors from the reli-
gious community, attesting to its deep commu-
nity ties. In 1995, on the first Sunday in No-
vember, Reverend Dr. Norman A. Tate began 
his 20 year tenure at Heritage Fellowship 
Church as an Interim Pastor. Three dedicated 
years later he rose to the office of Senior Pas-
tor. In June of 2012, a 73,000 square foot 
building was finished, the result of a years- 
long capital campaign. This building houses a 
youth center, staff offices and many other 
rooms that benefit the entire community. This 
year, on Saturday, October 10th, they will cel-
ebrate two significant events. The first is the 
37th anniversary of Heritage Fellowship 
Church and the second is the 20th anniver-
sary of Reverend Dr. Tate’s leadership at Her-
itage Fellowship Church. Heritage Fellowship 
Church and Reverend Dr. Tate have both 
made a great impact on our community, and 
for that, we are all grateful. 

f 

104TH NATIONAL DAY OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA (TAIWAN) 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, as the 104th National Day of the 
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Republic of China approaches on October 
10th, I rise today to commemorate that historic 
event and to congratulate the people of Tai-
wan. October 10th, 1911 marked the begin-
ning of the Wuchan Uprising, which led to the 
establishment of the Republic of China in 
1912. Today, Taiwan is one of the world’s 
most developed economies, a consolidated 
representative democracy, and a great friend 
of the United States of America. 

Taiwan is there to lend a helping hand 
wherever and whenever there is a natural dis-
aster or other humanitarian tragedy. When the 
World Health Organization declared the Ebola 
outbreak an international public health emer-
gency, Taiwan stepped up preparatory meas-
ures to protect its citizens while collaborating 
with the international community to mount an 
effective response. Taiwan’s Center for Dis-

ease Control set up an emergency response 
team and organized expert consultation meet-
ings for more than 100,000 public health pro-
fessionals. 

Additionally, under the leadership of Presi-
dent Ma Ying-jeou, Taiwan made a significant 
donation to the CDC Foundation’s Global Dis-
aster Response Fund, pledged all necessary 
measures to prevent the spread of Ebola in 
Taiwan, and agreed to donate 100,000 sets of 
protective equipment for the Ebola workers in 
West Africa. Taiwan seeks to become a mem-
ber of important international organizations 
such as the World Health Organization, the 
International Civil Aviation Organization and 
the International Criminal Police Organization 
(INTERPOL). Given Taiwan’s proven success 
in international healthcare and peaceful oper-
ations, we should do all we can to support 

Taiwan’s participation in those key inter-
national organizations. 

Taiwan is also a responsible member of the 
international community and constantly works 
for the peaceful resolution of disputes. Taiwan 
has achieved a remarkable reduction of cross- 
strait tensions, and I believe that Taiwan de-
serves to be a member of international organi-
zations so that it can more effectively work for 
peace, harmony, and civilized conduct by all 
nations throughout the world. 

It was my privilege to visit Taiwan in July of 
this year. I personally witnessed Taiwan’s vi-
brant democracy, advanced development and 
women’s right promotion. I encourage my col-
leagues to visit Taiwan, support of our friends 
there, and support their bids for entrée into 
international organizations. 
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